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Abstract

This study examines the attitudes of Japanese millennials toward war and conflict, including the sacrifice of
combatants and civilians and the use of weapons of mass destruction such as nuclear weapons and biological
and chemical weapons. The results of this survey were compared and discussed with the results of Millennials
on War (ICRC, 2019), which was conducted by the International Committee of the Red Cross in 2019 among
millennials in 16 countries around the world other than Japan.

The survey was conducted in five prefectures (Tokyo, Kyoto, Hiroshima, Nagasaki, and Okinawa) using an
anonymous online questionnaire, and responses were received from 1,033 millennials living in these prefectures.

The questions were based on the survey of the “Millennials on War”: (1) Basic Attributes, (2) Concerns of
the Millennial Generation, (3) Future Predictions on Wars and Conflicts, (4) Thoughts on Nuclear Weapons
and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction, (5) Climate Change and Digital Technology and Conflict, and (6)
Correlation between Awareness on Geneva Conventions and the Impacts of Conflict.

The results of both the global and domestic surveys suggest that millennials are more concerned about issues
within their own country.

In terms of what issues they are concerned about in the world, Japanese millennials ranked Natural Disasters,
Armed Conflicts, Global Warming and Increasing Poverty as the top issues, while global millennials were more
concerned about political and economic issues such as Corruption and Poverty, followed by Terrorism and Armed
Conlflicts. In addition, Japanese respondents were more pessimistic about the possibility of Armed Conflicts
occurring in the future.

When asked about weapons, the majority of respondents in both the Global Survey and the Japan Survey
were opposed to the use of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons. The percentage of respondents who said
that the use of anti-personnel landmines and cluster munitions “should not be used” was also higher in both
survey, while the percentage of respondents who said that “the use of these weapons is acceptable under certain
circumstances” was significantly higher in the global survey. This suggests that awareness of these weapons
varies depending on the region and background of the respondent.

These opinions on the restriction of the use of weapons is a result of the acknowledge-ment that the Geneva
Conventions function to some extent to limit the suffering caused by war and armed conflict, and that certain

rules are still necessary.

Millennials' Views on War, Weapons and Geneva Conventions 5
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Executive Summary

1. Japan’s millennials are more interested in global issues such as the environment, and are
more concerned with their own country’s problems.

48% of Japanese millennials are concerned first and foremost with issues about their home country, while 20%
are equally focused on issues at home and around the world.

While millennials around the world are relatively familiar with political and economic issues such as
corruption, unemployment and poverty as the issues that affect them the most, Japanese millennials rank global

issues such as climate change, natural disasters, poverty and war at the top of the list.

2. Future Predictions on Wars and Conflicts (hereafter “War(s)”): Low probability of world war,
but pessimistic about an increase in conflict

Nearly half of the world’s millennials (42%) say that they are likely to be involved in a war, compared to only
about one in four (26%) of Japan’s millennials.

As for the likelihood of World War III occurring in their lifetime, while the number of respondents in the
global survey were almost equal between “it will happen” (46%) and “it will not happen” (47%), in the Japanese
survey, one in four (25%) said “it will happen”, while 39% predicted it would not.

When asked about the prospects for an increase in the number of wars in the world, 70% of the respondents
in the global survey answered that there will be “more” or “about the same” in the next five years, but “in the
next 20 years” and “in the next 50 years,” these ratios gradually decrease and the percentages of “fewer” and “no
wars” increase.

On the other hand, in the Japan survey, the percentage of respondents who think that “more” or “about the
same” decreases slightly from 82% to 75%, respectively, but the predictions are more pessimistic than those in

the global survey.

3.Thoughts on Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction: Japanese millennials
are sensitive to the dangers of nuclear weapons

About 80% of millennials worldwide and in Japan agree nuclear weapons and biological/chemical weapons
are a threat to humanity and are opposed to their use, and about 70% are strictly opposed to the possession and
production of nuclear weapons.

However, when asked if nuclear weapons would be used in the next 10 years, 54% of the respondents in the

global survey believe that they would not be used, while only 35% of the respondents in the Japanese survey

believe so, and about 40% of the millennials in both the global and Japanese surveys believe that they would be
used.

On the other hand, the percentage of millennials who believe that nuclear weapons will make their country
safer was 30% in the global survey, while it was 8% in the Japanese one. Conversely, 44% of Japanese
respondents believe that nuclear weapons would make their country more dangerous, compared to 33% globally.

In both the global and Japanese surveys, more than half of the respondents agreed that their country should

join the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), far more than those who disagreed. However,
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it should be noted that in the global survey, the number of respondents who answered “Neither” was almost the

same as those who answered “Oppose”.

4. Climate Change and Digital Technology and Conflict: Japanese millennials believe that
climate change has no direct impact on the occurrence of conflicts, but have a negative image
of digital technology

In terms of whether climate change will make conflicts more likely, almost equal numbers of respondents in
both the world and Japan answered “more likely” and “less likely”.

Regarding the relationship between the emergence of autonomous robots such as drones and civilian casualties
in conflicts, in the global survey, almost the same number of respondents answered: “reduce” (32%) and “increase”
(36%).

In Japan, however, only 12% of millennials thought it would reduce the casualties, while the number who
thought it would increase was about the same as in the rest of the world (35%).

On the other hand, 58% of respondents worldwide answered “agree” to the question of whether digital

technology can help to respond to the various needs of victims of conflicts, much higher than the 38% in Japan.

5. Correlation between Awareness on Geneva Conventions and the Impacts of Conflict: A
correlation between awareness of the Geneva Conventions and their effectiveness

The presence or absence of awareness of the existence and purpose of the Geneva Conventions influences the
judgment of whether the Conventions can help reduce the suffering in war.

This may be due in part to the difference between the responses to the question on personal experience with

war in the global and the Japanese survey (27% vs 2%).
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10 “Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment” (Adopted and opened for
signature, ratification and accession by General Assembly, resolution 39/46 of 10 December 1984)
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This study is based on a survey of millennials’ attitudes toward war in 16 countries conducted by the
International Committee of the Red Cross in 2019 (the Global Survey) to determine what Japanese millennials
think about war, weapons, and the Geneva Conventions for the Protection of Victims of Conflict, and to compare
them with the results of the Global Survey.

Despite its defeat in World War II, Japan has achieved a remarkable recovery and economic development. In
addition, Japan has adhered to the principles of non-war and pacifism under the Japanese Constitution, which
was promulgated in 1946. Since then, for more than 70 years, most of its citizens have lived without directly
experiencing war.

However, many parts of the world are still suffering from the ravages of war, and many people are still
enduring fear and lack of basic human needs. Today, with the development of information technology such as the
Internet, we are bombarded with such news.

Millennials, the target of this survey, have been familiar with information devices such as smartphones since
they can remember, and it is said that they have the ability to process information and communicate without
being aware of national borders, as if they had a more holistic world view. As a result, they are more interested in
politics than other generations, such as the baby boomers, and are more tolerant of racial, gender, and religious
diversity.

While millennials have these strengths, in a sense, they also live in a virtual world, and what they see and hear
through the filter of a screen can make them feel like they actually experience these events.

On the other hand, I found in the results of this survey that there were more “don’t know” responses to each
question than in the global survey. Of course, a “don’t know” response is a valid option for respondents, but it
may be one of the characteristics of the survey results in Japan.

In this day and age, when we are exposed to so much information without directly experiencing it, it becomes
more important to have imagination, empathy, and engage in concrete action for those who experience a harsh
reality, even if we cannot see it.

Finally, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the Delegation to Japan of the International Committee
of the Red Cross and those who kindly agreed to translate “Millennials on War” (original version) and permitted

me to use the survey paper for the publication of this study.
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