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Majority of millennials see catastrophic
war as real possibility, and believe there
should be limits

Is there likelihood that millennials will see catastrophic war during their lifetime?
Will again a nuclear attack occurs in the next decade? A large number of millennials
surveyed by the International committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in 2019 responded "yes" to these questions.

The survey of more than 16,000 millennials in 16 countries and territories— roughly half in peace,
half experiencing conflict explored millennials' views on conflict, the future of warfare and the values
underpinning international humanitarian law, such as the use of torture against enemy combatants. And the
results indicate that millennials are nervous about the future, and heightened tensions globally are likely to
deepen these fears.

A plurality of respondents, 47 percent, think it's more likely than not that there will be a third world war in
their lifetime. And although 84 percent believe the use of nuclear weapons is never acceptable, 54 percent
believe it is more likely than not that a nuclear attack will occur in the next decade.

One can of course only be worried about millennials having such a pessimistic view about the future and
it should certainly make all political leaders and our societies think about the world we want for our future
generations. If millennials are indeed right about a third world war, this would indeed mean immense
suffering and destruction for countries and regions. Recalling the testimonies of Hibakushas and unspeakable
sufferings citizens of Hiroshima and Nagasaki had to endure following the nuclear attacks of August 1945,
the result of this survey should also be a stark reminder of how important it is for countries to join the Treaty
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). It is indeed a humanitarian imperative that these weapons
are never being used again. The results of the survey also remind the world of how critical it is that the laws
of war that protect humanity are followed now and, in the future, if we want to give civilians and people not
taking part in hostilities the necessary protection and avoid all these unnecessary sufferings.

Raising awareness and having the voices of these millennials heard is critical if we want to avoid the
nightmarish scenario they see for the future. I would therefore like to thank Mr Atsuhiko Kakuda, the fellow
researcher of the Japanese Red Cross Institute for Humanitarian Studies who initiated the translation of the
result of this survey in Japanese and which is planning to conduct a similar one in Japan in 2021. Opening
space for dialogue on these questions and trying to understand more and find solutions before it is too late is
indeed a collective responsibility, at a time where an NHK survey conducted in 2017 also showed that nearly
90 percent of young Japanese aged over 20 are convinced that Japan will be dragged into a war in the years to
come.

What we cannot prepare for we must indeed absolutely prevent. At a time when COVID-19 has driven the
world into an era of global vulnerability reflecting on these issues and finding global solutions to global
problems is more important than ever and this is what the Red Cross would like to contribute to with this
survey.

Head of Delegation in Japan
International Committee of the Rgd Cross(ICRC)
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