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Abstract

Policies that impact humanitarian organizations’ ability to secure

humanitarian access: A case study of Somalia

Takeshi NIINUMA

(Japanese Red Cross Akita College of Nursing)

This study examines policies that impact humanitarian organizations’ ability to secure
humanitarian access using Somalia as a case study. In this study, the Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement (RCRC) is classified as “classical humanitarianism,” which
respects humanitarian principles such as impartiality and neutrality in order to separate
humanitarian assistance and politics. The UN humanitarian agencies are classified as “new
humanitarianism,” which includes the integration of humanitarian assistance and conflict
resolution in order to improve the effectiveness of humanitarian assistance. The international
community’s state-building and counter-terrorism strategies in Somalia have created a
situation in which humanitarian operations are highly politicized and militarized. This makes
it more difficult for UN humanitarian agencies to secure humanitarian access, because they
have been integrated into the UN political and security sector. On the contrary, the thorough
“acceptance” strategies and community-based activities enable the RCRC to secure some

limited humanitarian access.

Keyword: classical humanitarianism, new humanitarianism, humanitarian principles, consent-

based approach, hardened approach
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